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ABSTRACT 
Inter Unit 8 explores the role of large city block structures in the context of the rapid social and economic changes 

experimented in Latin-American metropolises. In particular, we are interested in exploring the tension and 

negotiation between architectural block and city grid, permanence and change, public and private, or in other words, 

between the stability of governmental policies and the instability of economic processes. This exploration implies a 

level of sophistication in the possibilities of stability and responsiveness of the block which requires a certain 

technical resolution.  

 

This year the unit is going to be working in Sao Paulo. The tropical condition of this metropolis challenges a deep 

plan building solution as the one proposed by the unit brief. The block proposal should have a size ranging between 

90 and 150 metres in each of its sides depending on the chosen neighbourhood. This condition suggests the need 

for a deep exploration of light conditions inside of the block proposals. 

 

As a consequence of previous mentioned issues the unit suggests three major critical questions to be explored in the 

technical studies that will have a strong connection with the unit work. These issues are: light, large span 
structures and materiality. 
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STUDENTS´  WORK Students’ work for TS has been structure in different stages along the three terms. These stages run parallel to the 

development of the design. Students will start to define their TS research topic by the first week of the second term, 

when designs are developed enough and transformation, adaptation, and change is requested according to the unit 

brief.  

 

Once the topic has been proposed and defined, most of the work for the TS will be developed through the term with 

assistance of the TS tutors. Students will analyze the fundamental aspects of their technical interest, select and 

analyzed relevant case studies, apply their research to the design development, experiment with different 

possibilities working with models, mockups and simulations. 

TUTORIALS 
 

TS tutorials should be established by the academic coordinator with TS tutors. We strongly recommend all students 

to book in advance and use these tutorials intensively for the development of their designs. These sessions, as 

indicated from Ts Technical Master, are not teaching sessions but an opportunity for the students to be helped to 

discover the potentials of their projects. One or two sessions with an expert from outside the school will be appointed 

in the second term according to the students’ needs.    



TS  SCHEDULE 
TERM 1 W10 

WTS 1 
02-06 Dic 

First meeting with TS tutors to understand the TS work dynamic and development. 

Special contribution of TS tutors in End of the First term Jury  
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TERM 2  
 

W1-2 
WTS 2-3 
20-31 Jan 

Definition: Coherent description of the TS theme according to the development of the design deciding between 

structural innovations or vertical interfaces definition. 

W3-4 
WTS 4-5 
03-14 Feb 

Comprehension: Analysis of the fundamental aspects implied and selection and analysis of relevant case studies 

with the guidance of TS tutors. 

W5-6 
WTS 6-7 
17-28 Feb 

Experimentation: Experimentation with different possibilities and hypothesis as part of the design exploration in its 

technical aspects  
 

W7-8 
WTS 8-9 
03-14 Mar 

Application: Translation of the acquired knowledge to the reinforcement and development of the unit design 

W9-10 
WTS10-11 
17-28 Mar 

Revision: Assimilation of the criticism derived from the interim, improving the necessary aspect for the development 

of the TS   

WEEK 9 TS3 INTERIM JURY OPTION 2 

TERM 3  
 

W1 
WTS 12 
28-02 May 

Conclusions: Gathering of information and clear presentation of the results 

WEEK 1 TS3 FINAL SUBMISSION OPTION 2 

High Pass panel and exhibition 
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